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WE U/E/lThlEF*.
Official forecasts for to-day Indicate light

/ains: warmer.

Mr. Reed doubtless sighs when he re¬

flects that there is to be no coronation
for the American Czar this year.

Gould, Sage & Co. are very much op¬
posed to "a hole in the ground" as long
as they can keep a hole in the public
pocket.

Let the people find a new plan for
rapid transit, and Gould, Sage and
their legal advisers will find new rea¬
sons for having it declared illegal.

If Senator Hill continues at his pres¬
ent pace there is some danger of the
Cleveland Administration finding itself
in an over-defended condition.

The returns from Comptroller Eck¬
els s home show that he has made the
mistake of doing too much of his finan¬
cial missionary work away from base.

Brice, McLean and Bookwalter are
talked of as Ohio's delegates-at-large
to the Chicago Convention. The fourth
place will probably be conceded to some
Ohio Democrat.

A short letter from Mr. Cleveland
would kill the third-term bogie the free
silver men are utilizing so successfully
in securing delegates.. But Mr. Cleve¬
land doesn't seem inclined to do any
-violence in that direction.

Hoke Smith's newspaper announces
that the cry of "Hoke Smith, our next
President," creates great enthusiasm.
A statesman with a newspaper attach¬
ment never has any difficulty in ac¬

quiring greatness.

The trouble with many of the New
York delegates to St. Louis is that their
second-choice enthusiasm is running at
such a high rate of speed that their
a.at choice is in danger of experiencing
a rear end collision.

As long as Secretary Carlisle can be
so successfully quoted on both sides of
the main question he cannot make
much progress as a Presidential candi¬
date. There is a vast difference be¬
tween the Democratic and Republican
parties in this respect.

Chairman Harrity should go slow
with his talk of "weeding out" dele¬
gates to the Chicago Convention. Con¬
trol of the convention by autocratic
action of the Committee on Credentials
would not be worth having.

Mr. Saxton would accept the nomina¬
tion for Vice-President, or would com¬
promise on the nomination for Gov¬
ernor, and he talks in a manner which
Indicates he has no intention of doing
his negotiating through Piatt.

.1
AN ILLUMINATING EXPERIENCE.
If the superior citizens of New York,

especially such of them as are engaged
In editing newspapers of large preten¬
sions and small circulation, would
travel westward for two or three thou¬
sand miles they would become aware

of the surprising fact that the inhabi¬
tants of those remote sections of the
country were anatomically quite simi¬
lar to other people, and displayed many
indications of human intelligence. In
the absence of such a journey, which

e editors could hardly be expected
it is an illuminating experi-
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States should build another railroad
for their relief, but that it should
merely hold a road that was falling
into its hands, instead of giving Mr.
Huntington and his associates, their
heirs, executors and assigns, a present
of over $200,000,000 and throwing in a

perpetual mortgage on the industries
of the Pacific Coast, the same journals
that are now appealing eloquently for

public rapid transit in New York de-
nounced the insurgent Californians as

I crack-brained Western Anarchists, rid¬
iculed the suggestion of the possibility
of public control of an overland rail¬

road, and extolled Mr. Huntington as a

national benefactor.
Substitute "Southern Pacific" for

"Manhattan Elevated," and "C. P.

Huntington" for "Gould and Sage,"
and the editorials of our hyper-con-
servative New York contemporaries
would do very well for the "sand lots
of San Francisco," which, by the way,
ceased to exist some years ago. The

opposition to the scheme of refunding
the Pacific Railroad debts for the ben¬
efit of Mr. Huntington and the opposi¬
tion to the perpetration of a monopoly
of rapid transit in New York for the
benefit of Messrs. Gould and Sage are

exactly parallel throughout, except that
at every point the former has the

stronger case. The Manhattan system
was built with the money of its owners,
and considerable sums were paid for

damages to adjoining property. The
Central and Union Pacific were built
with public money and land grants on

a free right of way. The city is asked
to build a new system to compete with
the Manhattan; the Government has

only to take possessiqn of its own to
break up the monopoly of the Southern
Pacific. The Government of the United
States could be more safely trusted
than that of New York City with the
control of a railroad. Rapid transit in
New York is merely a convenience; an

independent trans-continental highway
is for many industries on the Pacific
Coast a matter of life or death.
Now that New Yorkers can see so

clearly how it is themselves, and real¬
ize so keenly how a shoe feels when it
pinches, we trust that Mr. Hunting¬
ton's funding steal will have no more

support from this metropolis.

THE SUGAR BOUNTY DECISION.
The decision of the United States Su¬

preme Court in the sugar bounty cases

seems to demonstrate that the Comp¬
troller of the Treasury is not superior
to Congress. As the Comptroller is an

appointee and sort of alter ego of the
President, there is reason to hope that
out of this decision may proceed the
doctrine that the executive is not su¬

perior to the legislative power.
Congress in that remarkable piece of

fiscal legislation on which Major Mc-
Kinley bases his claim to statesman¬
ship and a place in the roster of Amer¬
ican Presidents provided for the pay¬
ment of bounties on sugar manufac¬
tured in the United States, even in¬
cluding maple sugar for the gratifica¬
tion of Vermont Republicans. The
Wilson law repealed this clause, but
meanwhile sugar raisers had in good
faith begun to strive for the gratuity
McKinley provided for them. They
planted cane, ground it and made
sugar in expectation of eight-tenths of
a cent a pound bounty. Congress does
not work very fast as a rule, but it
still proceeds more rapidly than the
slow processes of nature, and there
were many planters who put in broad
plantations of cane in good faith under
the McKinley law, only to find a new

law denying them the bounty in effect
by the time their cane was cut and the
sap turned into sugar.

It is not too much to say that the
country recognized the possession by
these planters of a certain vested right.
The Comptroller of the Treasury, how¬
ever, refused to acknowledge it, and
gave to the Wilson act a species of ex-

post facto character by refusing to
make the payments under it to which
the planters were clearly entitled.
That the Supreme Court has overruled
Bowler's decision is a partial demon¬
stration of the rule that the law is
common sense. But It is likely to add
heavily to the already serious financial
strain on the Treasury, some $6,000,000
worth of claims being validated by it.
It is further a stroke at the persistent
enlargement of the executive functions
and authority which has been so strik¬
ing a feature of this Administration.
Perhaps there might be a chance to

learn, through the Supreme Court,
what sort of a resolution adopted by
Congress could force the President to
recognize the Cuban insurgents.

THE ISOLATION OF AMERICA.
The London Standard remarks: "Per¬

haps the Washington officials will de¬
duce the wholesome moral that there Is
nothing to gain and much, possibly, to
be lost by adopting a tone toward for¬
eign powers which would only be suita¬
ble if America were the acknowledged
arbiter of the universe." According to
the London Courier, "Secretary Olney
has made himself so notorious through¬
out the world by the vigor, not to say
rudeness, of style in diplomatic corre¬

spondence that Baron seems to
have thought it time to give him a se¬

vere snubbing." Our old friend the
Globe thinks that the "incident is a

most useful and instructive lesson,
which will do the Americans a great
deal of good if only they are not too
vain to profit by it."
It is hardly necessary to specify the

Incident to which these friendly com¬

ments refer. It happens to be the Stern
affair, but the criticisms would have
been the same if it had been anything
else. The London papers save them¬
selves considerable expense in composi¬
tion bills by keeping electrotype plates
of condemnatory editorials for use

whenever the American Government
gets into a controversy with a foreign
power. As an economizer, the plan
leaves the linotype in the shade, and it
seems to us that the Typographical
Union should take some action about
it. In the criticisms quoted above we

recognize some of the very phrases
that did duty when the Marquis Rudini
thought he had snubbed Mr. Blaine
apropos of the New Orleans affair, and
that have reappeared in every interna¬
tional dispute since.
The present incident has done us the

service of impressing upon us the fact
that we are no longer popular in Eu¬

rope, if we ever were. Not long ago
the English were anxiously discussing
the question why foreigners disliked
England. A more pertinent question
for us is why they dislike America.
England occasionally wins European
approval; the United States never. And
yet we are the only great power that
has no aggressive policy, and never

asks for anything but simple justice.
Well, it is pleasant to be loved, but

if Europe will not bestow her affection
upon us, we know of no country that
can get along without it to better ad¬
vantage than the Lnited States.

THE RAPID TRANSIT FIASCO.
The result of the decision of the Ap¬

pellate Division of the Supreme Court
in the rapid transit case is the most
disastrous possible. Yesterday the
Rapid Transit Commissioners met and
virtually abandoned all work for the
furtherance of a plan to which the peo¬
ple at the polls had given overwhelm¬
ing approval. They dissent vigorously
to the opinion of the court, and insist
that their estimate of the cost of the

projected underground road was cor¬

rect, and that for the amount so esti¬
mated a number of contractors were

willing to undertake its construction. It
is rather more than unfortunate, by the

way, that the court could not, or at

least would not, take cognizance of
this estimate, prepared at very heavy
cost by experts and with the greatest
exactness. The report of the special
commission only, which comprehended
no estimate, was considered by the
court.
As a result of this decision, the city

is without hope of improvement in its

rapid transit facilities other than such
as may be grudgingly granted by the
Gould-Sage syndicate. The Commis¬
sioners on the eve of disbandment sug¬

gest hope that from the next Legisla¬
ture may be obtained relief. But with

every year's delay the power of monop¬
olists over our highways becomes more

positive, the obstacles the people must
combat in striving to regain their own

are multiplied.
From the decision of the Supreme

Court there is no appeal, and no doubt
the Board of Commissioners was justi-
fled in accepting it as final and aban-
doning a useless strife. Yet the end
leaves us with a disheartening sense of
the ease with which the people's will
may be defeated, and the almost in¬
surmountable obstacles which wealth
and privilege may put in the way of its
enforcement.

Notwithstanding the close scrutinyMr. Piatt gives his mail matter, he is
unable to discover any Canton (Ohio)
postmarks.
The case of Congressman Catchings

must challenge the admiration of Can¬
didate McKinley. Although a "sound
money" man, Catchings is under pledge
to run for re-election on a free sil% er
platform and to vote for free silver leg-
islation. In other words, Catchings has

pawned his convictions with his con¬

stituents in order that he may be al¬
lowed to hold office. There are a great
many Catchings in the country, but all
of them are not quite so frank as the
Mississippi man.

The ill-concealed delight that is
evinced by those holders of the stock
of the elevated railroad who regard the
condition of their pockets as of more

importance than the public conven¬

ience shows how deep would have been
their chagrin had the.decision of a

branch' of the Supreme Court been fa¬
vorable to the welfare of the people in¬
stead of against it. The glee of these
people is, however, tempered by knowl¬
edge of the fact that the Rapid Transit
Commisslqn is still in existence, with
power to hamper for the present any
unseemly grab for further power and
privileges by the magnates of the ele¬
vated roads. That such an effort will
be made has been evident from the be¬
ginning, the surreptitious visits of
Messrs. Sage and Gould to the Mayor
seeming to bear out the suggestion that
they were only waiting to hear the

hoped-for decision of the Supreme
Court, when they would spring the

grab scheme upon the public, using
His Honor as a kind of stalking horse,
as the schemers themselves have long
been regarded with more or less suspi¬
cion. What Sage and Gould would
really gi^e the people is a slight allevi¬
ation of the present misery if the mag¬
nates are granted valuable concessions
therefor. What the travelling public
most desires is to get out of the clutches
of this grinding monopoly. The rapid
transit system should belong to the
people who use it. Real rapid transit
is not dead yet. But it looks as if it
will not become a reality until the com¬
munity has witnessed several first-class
financial funerals.

American Women BoW
at England's Throne

London, May 15..An American lady pre
sented at Court the other day found her¬
self regarded so firmly and admiringly
by one of the royal princes that the case

suggests the reversal of a recent popular
American story to such an extent that we

may have a Yankee girl chasing a prince
all over the Continent. It was rather a

remarkable drawing room; it had been un¬
derstood that the Queen and Princess of
Wales would both attend it. Neither did
so, and within a day or two Labouchere
rather pointedly remarked that the Princess
would have nothing to do with it, and
that the Queen stayed away for reasons
of her own, with which the public is not
concerned. Among those who did go were
the Trince of Wales, the Countess of War¬
wick, Duke of Connaught, Duchess of Bed¬
ford and the head of the army, the Princess
Christian acting for the Queen. 1 happened
to see something of the outside ceremony
of this drawing room. To begin with, all
the approaches to the palace, especially
those in St. James's Park, were crowded
with onlookers, mostly women. From very
early in the morning patiently and tire¬
lessly they stood waiting for the little that
was to be seen. Then came the gorgeous
troops of the household playing, as I cabled
you, lively American airs. What I did not
cable was that I exclaimed In surprise
when I heard the second American tune
follow the first, and an English bystander
remarked: "It doesn't mean anythng;
them fellows don't know what they're
playing." Behind the Princess's house was
drawn up a golden carriage with two men
on the box. and two footmen behind; all
four in red and gold. The driver was smok¬
ing a cigar and a man was handing up a
drink to his companion. The footmen were
grave and dignified as if they were stuffed.
The immense crowd was disappointed to see
only the one carriage, for they thought
that the Princess, whose name is now so
very seldom coupled with that of her hus¬
band. would attend the function.
Presently the carriages began to come,

and they were to be told from afar off,
because on the box of each sat two men.
and in every case these men wore great
bouquets. Close at hand the view with¬
in the carriages was always of women
in gala attire, one might almost say buried
beneath lace and flowers. Some were bare¬
headed, but irtost wore fichus over their
heads, while all carried immense bouquets
in their laps. The most extraordinary thing
to me was the way the crowd was al-

i lowed to take part in this royal function.
Men, women and children pressed forward
to the carriages when they stopped and
with a liberty that amounted to license
commented upon the personal appearance
and dress of the dames and maidens who
were helplessly penned in these vehicles.
If the carriage windows were closed the
women of the people pressed their faces
flat against the panes and took in all they
could see. My pretty American friend sat
with her windows open, and as she was
very prelty the crowd complimented her
upon her beauty and handed babies in to
her to be kissed. She was so pleased with
everything, including mere life itself, that
she kissed the dirtiest babies cheerfully.
"You're a knockout!" some women cried;
"you're all right." Other women fared less
happily, for their poorer sisters called them
frights and scarecrows to their faces. "My,
you're thin as a lath!" and "Oh, my, ain't
you ugly!" were the comments they heard.
The officers, in their red coats, the diplo¬
mats, in their gold embroidery, each with
cocked hats and fine plumes, made pretty
dabs of color in many of the carriages.
Wiseacres could tell by the three white
feathers of madame, or the two feathers
of mademoiselle, whether the women were
married or maidens. The white dresses
of course always revealed the unmarried
women. Those who wore high-necked
dresses, by the way, were often reminded
by the crowd that they had to have the
Queen's permission to do so, though not
all the popular observations were quite
so delicate. This is the only high court
ceremony in Europe which is held in the
daytime, and the only one in which the
populace takes part.
In time even the last carriage pressed

into the courtyard, and nothing was left
of the outdoor spectacle except the lines
of ruddy soldiers reaching in every direc¬
tion. As the ladies left their carriages
they passed up the stairs into the cloak
room, and left behind them cloaks and
capes, which, in almost every case, were
as costly and beautiful as the bodices they
had concealed. The ceremony of present¬
ing two hundred persons occupied nearly
two hours. The persons to be presented
moved from room to room until at last
they came to the throne room. Prince
Christian stood In the line of royalty, with
Victoria Schleswig-Holstein and the Duch¬
ess of Albany on the other. A little black
lace or jet upon the dresses of the prin¬
cesses reminded every one that the court
was in mourning. The Prince of Wales
and Dnke of Connaught stood In the same

line with the princesses, and most of the
women looked at them out of the corners
of their eyes as they bowed to the Prin¬
cess Christian. Of hoV the women came

into the room with their three yards of
train under their arms and how this was

put upon the floor and spread out by pages
some lady who has been presented can tell
you more than I. JULIAN RALPH.

Some People in Politics.
Wilbur F. Wakeman, secretary of the Amer¬

ican Protective Tariff League, Is an ardent ad¬
mirer of Major McKinley. and If the latter
Is not nominated Wakeman will be a heavy
loser, as he has wagered clothes, hats and money
that the Ohio protectionist will be named at
St. Louis.

Ex-Postmaster Cornelius Van Cott is one of
the Morton delegates to the St. Louis Con¬
vention. He has a rare sense of humor, and
likes to "jolly" his friends. While in the Mor¬
ton headquarters at the Fifth Avenue Hotel
the other night, he said to "Uncle" Charley
Hackett: "You seem to have a good many
desks in here, Charley. If you keep on you
will have more desks than delegates." This
sally caused Hackett to smile, but it fras a

gvim one as thoughts came to him of Miller
and Bradley, who have recently climbed on

the McKinley band wagon.

"Tom" Murphy, one of the old-time poli¬
ticians of New York, is seen around the Fifth
Avenue Hotel occasionally. In the days when
the late Chester A. Arthur was the Republican
"boss" in "Gotham, Murphy was a power, and
at one time was Collector of the Port. He
loves to sit around and talk with the "boys"
and tell them how things were done in the
seventies. He has not attended a National con¬

vention since 1880, when he was one of the
famous 306 delegates that stood firm for the
nomination of Grant at Chicago. "When the

Republican party refused to nominate Grant,"
said Mr. Murphy the other evening, "I vowed
I would never go to another convention, and I

have kept my word." Mr. Murphy is one of
those Republicans who think McKinley will be
nominated.

Some Senate Sketches;
Peffer as a Poet.

Washington, May 25..This Is not the
sketch of a bogie man; it is a picture of
1 the great Populist. As you gaze you
realize what Colonel Ike Hill meant when
lie said that
Peffer's head
was built
like a quail
trap. W h y
the artist
should pro-
d u c e the
g 1 o w ering
John Sher¬
man in the
background
is, to speak
colloquially
too many for
me. But he
did good ar¬

tistic work on

Peffer's long,
weird beard
and may therefore be forgiven Sherman. |
Peffer Is painted in the act of writing his
famous Sub-Treasury bill, wherein he pro-1
vided that Uncle Sam foan money to farm |
folk on loads of pumpkins and other rustical
bric-a-brac. But it is not for the laws that
he has failed to pass that Peffer should be
celebrated. Peffer is a poet as well as a

Populist. Since the day when loving
Sappho burned and sung there has been
none like Peffer. This is a true bill, Peffer
has written an epic of two hundred pages,
lie names it "Myrldrama." He does not de¬
scend to the frivolity of rhyme. Peffer's
muse pulls on high, rubber boots and wades
In at a gait that would make Homer tired.
It is blank verse.very blank. At one crisis
Peffer's muse takes a -stroll among the
primroses, ne does a turn with Love and
meets his Delilah, and. peril of his beard,
beloved! colaborates with the lady in a kiss.
Here's what he says of It:

His noble form
Bent down, and In the forebeadof his fair,
Pure listener he pressed a fervent kiss.
And took her fondly In his arms.

A tender, long and fond embrace.
Escaping alive from his gay dangers, Pef¬

fer talks of war. He is an expert of car¬

nage, as he served as a private in an Illinois

regiment that fought, bled and died in the
late rebellion. This is a specimen of the

great Populist-poet's war song:
Amid thetrerubllng tramp of heavy rushing; horse,
The deafening war of constant cannonade.
Having made war medicine our poet

plunges backward to creation's dawn and

jumps sidewise at the "First Man" descrip¬
tively. as follows:
See Eden fair
And lovely in her pristine garb, where, arm

In arm, In holiness enshrined, the happy pair
First roamed in peace.
Returning from Eden and Adam and Eve,

Peffer becomes reckless and general. His
verse, while vague, lb satisfactory, how¬
ever. You know- that something Is happen¬
ing, even If you don't understand. It runs

away with the emphasis and majesty which
pertain to a man while falling downstairs
with a kitchen stove. Mind this:
Spread out the map of man's misfortunes.
His struggles and defeated hopes, and mark

The spots where, in the dim perspective of
The years, each had its origin and death.
Look o'er the wasted fields of war.the wide do¬

main
Of power's stretch, where fiery passions held
High carnival o'er graves of heroes slain;
Where battling millions, swaying on the verge
Of death like angry waves at sea, poured out

Their blood-like rain.
It would appear at this stage of his great

work as if the poet had concluded to fight.
Marquis of Queensberry rules. After the
above round Peffer rested one minute while
his seconds plied towel and fan. At the
call of time, however, he stepped briskly
to the centre of the ring and got in the fol¬
lowing stunning right-hander, to wit:
Wherever man has struggled in his hopes;
Wherever freedom lurked; wherever truth
Was hushed, or heaven hid from view;
* * * Behold! From each of these runs out

a ray.
The number of these silvery lines cannot

Be told, but see them as they start.
* * * Within the bosom of a beauteous cloud
Which hovers o'er the sacred mount where

man

First heard the written law proclaimed
They meet, a focus of ascending rays of hopes.

Peffer hates a despot; All Kansas does
for that matter. There isn't a moment In
the life of the Sunflower State when the
entire population doesn't stand ready to

kno<£ off work and make the days of a

despdt glide swiftly by. Nero and Caligula
and other tyrants played in a great deal of
luck when they were born and brought up
in Rome instead of Topeka. They wouldn't
have lasted as long as a drink of whiskey
In Topeka. Peffer voices the Kansas senti¬
ment as to despots when he speaks of them
thus:
Most cruel monster that thou art,
Oppressor of mankind, destroyer of thy race.

Turning from despots, Peffer goes natur¬

ally and beautifully to woman, and with
Mary Ellen Lease very evidently In his
mind, uses these unguarded words:
And woman.noblest, best of all.she pleads
For help; she begs a saving friendship now

That's strong and deep within the heart
Of man to help the best, to save the worst

Her sex presents.
Peffer winds up his very lucid and excel¬

lent effort with what one might call a Gar¬

rison finish, and decides to remove the

capltol of the nation to Kansas in these

terse, verile sentences:
The seat of Government
Potomac's placid banks must bid adieu
. . . Upon the soil of fair young Kansas was

The first great battle for the right fought out;
And fit commemoration of that noble work

Would be, give her the nation's capital.
After, as stated, 200 pages of stifts and

turgldlty, Just to show that he repents of

nothing he has done, but rather glories
therein, Peffer appends a postscript, where¬
in he warns a world already out of breath
with dodging that he Intends to write an¬

other poem later on. A. H. L.

Oue Safe Assumption.
[Washington Star.]

It Is safe to believe that every man who
suggests the establishment of an Inde¬
pendent republic west of the Mississippi
as a possibility considers himself a person
fully qualified to fill some exalted position
therein.

First in Pcncc.
[Chicago News.]

"Did you find the bicycle useful on the
battlefield?"
"Yes, Indeed; we dashed up to the enemy,

and then we stacked arms and shook hands
.every nian on both sides rode the same
make of wheel."

One of tlie Old Boles.
[Chicago Dispatch.]

Iowa proposes to check the new woman

movement by getting up a boom for one
of the old Boies.

One Good Effect.
[Washington Star.]

The campaign has already had the effect
of directing attention to much available
Presidential material for 1900.

Some Information
for the People.

He Can.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Can a man divorced and forbidden
o marry again in the State of New York
narry in Vermont? A READER.
Saratoga, May 20.

Work on Decoration Day.
Sditor Journal:
Dear Sir.Would you kindly inform me through

¦our paper whether my employer can make me
vork on Decoration Day; Mv hours are from
i till 6, and on Saturday night till 11 o'clock.
have already made arrangements for the (lay

Infl would not like to he disappointed. This
s the first tlm<» he has kept open on that day.
New York, May 19. LOVE.
Although Decoration Is a holiday, if your

imployor insists on your working that day
rou must do so or leavo him.

A Meddlesome Physician.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.A man unfortunately through drink,

"ansed by losses and trouble, is incarcerated in
lail for five days, failing to *pay the fine. In
he interim an officious doctor informs a third
>arty that he would go and take the man's
vife, his five children and his furniture and hide
them, so that after the unfortunate man had
laid the penalty the law gave him, he would
lie unable to find either. Is there no way to
teach this over-zealous and exemplary per¬
son that there are harder means than re¬

ferring him to the marriage service quota¬
tion, viz.: "Whom God hath joined together let
no man put asunder," to make him miml his
own business? The wife has been quite 111
through the threat. REGULAR READER.
New York, May 21.
You can punish the doctor for his threat to

do anything so distinctly unlawful by having
him arrested and bound over to keep tie peace,
and he can be sued civilly for the injury caused
the wife.

Debtor of an Assignor.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir-In event of assignment of a mer¬

chant who has uncollected accounts against his
customers, and the bills are placed in the hands
of a lawyer, with other legal matter, what are
the - consequences, if the debtors who have re¬
ceived a bill for collection from a lawyer is
unable to pay? I am in receipt of such a bill
from a merchant that has assigned. G. S. A.
Brooklyn, May 21.
Your position is not altered. The consequences

are the same. The assignee stands in the as¬

signor's shoes and can sue you for the debt.

Question of Fact.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.I joined a labor organization four

months ago, the fee being $50. The agreement
was, $15 down and three months to pay bal¬
ance. Time was extended one month longer.
There was no written agreement, and several of
us have been dropped from the organization and
have lost what we paid In. The committee
stated when we Joined if not paid up at specified
time our money would be refunded, but now

they refusp. and say they never said anything
about refunding money. How do we stand in
this case? Do we lose the money paid? Can
they drop us? We are willing to settle as soon as

possible. Or could we recover by suit?
New York, May 20. B. J. M.
To successfully litigate against the labor or¬

ganization you will have to prove the agreement.
The rules of the society determine whether you
can be dropped.

Taxes on Real Property.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.I am charged taxes amounting to 61

cents on two lots of unimproved land in West¬
chester County, N. Y.. levied by the Board of
Education of District No. 5, town of Greenburg.
As I am not. a resident of said district I think
I should not be charged for same. I live at No.
315 West One-Hundred and Twenty-first street.

CONSTANT READER.
New York, May 21.
Taxes on real property do not depend on resi¬

dence of owner. You must pay the tax.

Policemen and Hotel Licenses.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.There Is a hotel license under the

present Excise law in my name, though I am

in no way interested in the business. Would
that interfere with appointment on the po'-lce
force should I pass the examination? G. P.
New York, May 20.
You will have to give It up If appointed. The

rule of the department is that patrolmen when

appointed must give up all other business.

Division of an Estate.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.A widow with two sons marries. Tr>

whom does her real and personal property go
if she dies without a will? Gan the widower
claim anvthing, and, if so, what portion?

CONSTANT READER.
New York, May 19.
The widower takes one-third and her children

the other two-thirds, share and share alike.

Boys on School Ships.
Editor Journal:,
Dear Sir.Will you kindly let me know through

the Journal to whom I should apply to put
my boy, who is fifteen years old. on some school
ship, and oblige. JAMES FINN.
New York, May 20.
Consult Commodore Montgomery Slcard, Com¬

mandant Brooklyn Navy Yard.

Doesn't Want to Parade.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Has a member of the National

Guard. State of New York, got to parade on

next Decoration Day if his regiment goes out,
and if he does not, what Is the highest fine
can be imposed?

A DISGUSTED GUARDSMAN.
New York, May 20.
Your commanding officer may require you to

parade on Decoration Day. If tried by general
court.-martial you may be dishonorably dis¬

charged, with loss of time served, or if by de¬

linquency court, your highest punishment is a

tine of $5
Libel and Blackmail.

Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Somebody has, through the mail,

sent an anonymous letter to my employer, black¬
ening my character. I have in my possession
another letter with name signed. Both letters
are written on same kind of paper and same

envelopes used, but in the anonymous letter the
writing is a little dodged. Please tell me an

expert to whom I can give said letters for com¬

paring and identifying writings. Will the Post
Office directors be helpful to run down and
arrest the writer? Also, how many years is the
penalty for sending blackmailing letters through
the mafl? CONSTANT READER.
New York. May 21.
Both libel and blackmail, as you describe them,

are not crimes against the United States, but
against the State of New York, and the Post
Office authorities may or may not i^elp you.
The highest penalty for blackmail is five years'
Imprisonment. Consult the business directory for

expert.

His Landlord Can Hold Him.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.If a tenant rents a flat for one year

with a lease, and at the expiration of the lease
he continues to pay rent for the following
month, but has not rertewed the lease, and he
wishes to move out the month after, can his
landlord hold him the same as If he had taken
a new lease? C. J.

Random Art Notes.
Mr. Theodore Watts is to write a biogrn

phy of Dante Rosetti, which will add an¬

other to the numerous "lives" of this nota
ble poet and painter. Mr. Watts says he
will be "able to paint d much more cheerful
picture of him than has yet been painted."
The wife of James McNeill Whistler, whe

recently died in London, was the datightei
of a sculptor, whose work is seen in the
Albert Memorial in Hyde Park. She was

known as an agreeable hostess and an ac

complished woman. During her Illness Mr
Whistler was la London, but now he wil

probably return to his old haunts In th<
Latin Quarter of Paris.

The annual exhibition of the students o:

the National Academy of Design was heli
last week, and there were shown severa
hundred paintings and charcoal drawings
This marked the close of the term, whicl
begins in October, and with the award o:

the prizes and a final merry-making al
were free to seek rest and pleasure. Thi

Suydam and Elliot medals in silver am

bronze for the best work in the antiqui
classes, the Suydam medal for the bes
oil painting from the nude in the life class
and money prizes from the Hallgartei
School fund for the best work in the paint
ing and composition classes are the prize
to be won each year. The corps of in
structors at the National Academy school
'ncludes the names of our most prominen
artists.

Caught in the
Metropolitan Whirl.

A Philadelphia cigar manufacturer, dur¬
ing a recent visit to New York, narrated an

interesting experience he had had with the
Governors of thirty of the States of tlxe
Union. He
sent to cach
Governor 1n
the United
States a box
of choice ci¬

gars of his
own make.
Thirty of the
recipients ac-

k now led g ed
the gift. Of
these, twenty
were smokers,
namely, the
Governors, re¬

spectively, of Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
Delaware, Vermont, Virginia, West Vir¬
ginia. Tennessee, Kentucky, Alabama, Mis¬
sissippi, Florida, Wyoming, Ohio, Indiana,
Missouri, Iowa, Minnesota, South Dakota,
Utah and Washington. The non-smoking
Governors were those, respectively, of
Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
Texas, Illinois, Michigan, Nebraska, North
Dakota, Montana and Oregon. In the case

of Massachusetts, it was Lieutenant-Gov¬
ernor Wolcott who answered the cigar
manufacturer's letter. It did not develop
in the correspondence whether Governor
Greenhalge was a smoker or not. The
Governor of New Hampshire is not strictly
a non-smoker. He has "tobacco heart,"
and his abstention from the weed is cover

pulsory, and, he hopes, only temporary.
.

*
»

Acting Chief of Police Cortright has ®

toy with which he amuses himself during
his leisure hours. It is a miniature tire

engine, absolutely complete in all its parts
and workings.
It was a pres¬
ent from a

friend, who
got it in Eu¬
rope. It is as

big around as
a soup plate,
and of the
height of a

derby hat. It
toots and whis¬
tles, and can

throw a stream
of water as

high as a win¬
dow sill. It is the Acting Chief's delight to

take his toy into the back yard of his
house, get everything in shape for work
and then turn the engine loose on a pile
of shavings, which he has previously set

on fire. When he is engaged in this kind

of sport, it is dangerous for any member
of his household to distract his attention.
At fill other times he is a cherub for good
nature.

When the gentle airs of Spring make It

possible tw linger out of doors the street

preachers take to the curbstones in great
numbers. They
confine their
meetings to no

special neigh¬
borhoods,. but
the quieter
sides of the
public, squares
are the ^iyor-
ite piaces.for
Instance, the
north side of
Union square
and the east
side of Madi¬
son square.
But the more vociferous find the most con¬

genial audiences far to the east and the
west of the city,

* where the tenement
houses are located. The writer finds it

quite impossible to pass one of these little

groups with a street preacner in the centre
without stopping in the hope of discovering
some natral orator, and of hearing some¬

thing worth the saying. Last Sunday
afternoon in an ordinary walk he ran into

six such groups. One was addressed by a

long-haired speaker in a velvet coat, who

insisted that he had been a desperate repro¬
bate until he had through grace wiped
out his sins. With an earnestness that was

unmistakable he pleaded with all sinners
to follow his example. Another groiip was

addressed by a negro woman with a musical
voice and the manner of a Richmond mam¬

my. Her earnestness was also convincing,
and she, too, insisted on the unexampled
wickedness of her old-time career. What
she intimated as to her past sins was hard
to believe. At another place a foreigner.
a Swede, perhaps.was exhorting with all
the power of mighty lungs. In this case

also was the sinful past exposed in real¬
istic horror and the audience appealed to

to turn from wickedness and find the peace
which passes understanding. This preach¬
ing may be effective, but it must strike
those accustomed to the more reverent
methods of worship as crude, even beyond
the verge of vulgarity. The speakers ap¬
pear to have pride in their previous wicked¬
ness, and absolutely to brag of the virtues
with which at present they are enveloped.
"If I thought reformation would bring me

to that," said a man who moved away
from the Swede's audience with the writer,
"I should persist, in my present wickedness
with all my might and main."

LITERARY SHOP-TALK. )
Some recent researches into documents con~

nected with Thomas Paine's "Age of Reason"
lend interest to the new edition of this work,
ably edited and introduced by Moncure D. Con¬

way. The editor's comments are appreciative
and at all times interesting. The volume is

published by the Putnams.

"The Home of Fiesole" is a story of the days
of Savonarola. It is an episode in comparison
with "Romola,' and the religious element is
made more important than the slender thread of
story. This tale, like the two previous stories,
comes from Thomas Whlttaker, publisher, who
makes a specialty of religious fiction.

'The Musgrove Ranch" is a tale of Southern
California. Although it introduces snakes, winds

.Western winds.floods and other elemental
disturbances, "The Musgrove Ranch" is a pel¬
lucid story. The chief accomplishment of the

heroine is making a churchgoer of a young man

who does seem to have been really worth the

trouble. The writer is a woman.Mrs. T. M.
Browne.

In "The Mystery of Paul Chadwick" John

W. Postgate takes as his central figure an in¬

tensely beautiful adventuress; a woman of whom

he declares that "with all her beauty and

brightness of intellect, there\was a flaw in her
moral nature that prevented any but the faintest
consideration of the rights and aspirations of

others beside herself," and about her marital
and generally mysterious experiences weaves a

story of considerable Interest for those who like

a commingling of the romantic and the criminal.
The story is told in good, clear English, and t1
interest is well sustained. Laird h Lea.
Chicago, are the publishers.


